
 



Message from Mr O'Sullivan 5th June 
2026 

DofE Gold Awards 

We were delighted this week that a group of outstanding former students proudly received 

their Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards at Buckingham Palace on 22nd May, accompanied by 

their DofE Leader, Mr Jacks. They celebrated, alongside thousands of other gold awardees, with 

tea and cake in the Palace Gardens before hearing an inspiring speech from Prince Edward, The 

Duke of Edinburgh. Achieving their gold award is a massive achievement, and their day at the 

palace is well‑earned reward after years of volunteering, physical challenges, skills development, 

and their 4-day expedition in the Lake District. 

Congratulations to Lara, Taran, Joe, Daniel and Lukas! 

 



DofE Silver expedition  

Well done to our Year 10s who completed their Silver DofE expedition - they certainly braved 

the wet weather over the past few days! 

 



 

 



Year 12 Work Placements 

 

Loan Uniform Reminder 

We would like to remind all students who have borrowed a school blazer, tie or pair of black 

socks from Student Reception to return them before the end of term. 

Students who left a calculator, Zip card or other item as a deposit should collect it when 

returning their borrowed item. 

Any deposited items that remain unclaimed at the end of this term will be donated to charity. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 



 

House System Update 

Flag Competition Success 

There has been an exciting development within the House system this term, with students 

taking part in a House Flag Design Competition. The response was fantastic, with a wide range 

of creative and thoughtful designs submitted from across the school. It was clear that students 

took great pride in representing their houses and thinking carefully about the values and 

identities behind them. We are delighted to announce that the winning design was created by 

Jaidhan A (Year 8, Lovelace House). Jaidhan’s flag stood out for its creativity, attention to detail, 

and the way it captured the spirit of Lovelace House. Following this success, Jaidhan will now be 

working alongside the House team to help develop the final versions of the House flags that will 

be displayed around the school and be based on his design. This is a fantastic opportunity for 

student voice and creativity to directly shape our school environment. A huge congratulations 

to Jaidhan, and a big thank you to all students who took part in the competition. The quality 

and effort across all entries made the judging process both enjoyable and challenging. We look 

forward to seeing the finished House flags proudly displayed in the near future! 



 

Year 7 Student Showcases Outstanding Initiative in PC Build Project 

Year 7 student Johnny A has recently demonstrated exceptional initiative and determination by 

successfully building his own personal computer from scratch. With no prior experience in 

computer hardware, Johnny independently set himself the challenge of constructing a fully 

functioning PC. He began by conducting extensive research, using online resources and tutorial 

videos to develop his understanding of the different components required, including the 

motherboard, graphics card, memory, and cooling systems. Throughout the process, Johnny 

showed resilience and strong problem-solving skills. He encountered a number of challenges, 

including sourcing correct parts and refining his approach with guidance from external experts. 

Despite these obstacles, he remained committed to completing the project. After a period of 

focused effort and perseverance, Johnny successfully assembled the computer and powered it 

on for the first time—an impressive achievement. This accomplishment reflects excellent 

independent learning, technical curiosity, and determination. Johnny’s work serves as an 

inspiring example to his peers, and we look forward to opportunities for him to share his 

experience within the school community. 

Well done, Johnny, on this outstanding achievement. 



 

Mensa testing 

Our Y8 MAGT students took the Mensa IQ test this week, approaching a demanding and 

unfamiliar challenge with real maturity and enthusiasm. Their focus, determination and positive 

attitude were evident throughout, and we are genuinely proud of the way they conducted 

themselves during the assessment. The official results are expected to be released before the 

end of the academic year, and we look forward to celebrating their achievements when they 

arrive. 

Year 10 music performance 

Sam O in Y10 represented the borough of Richmond as part of a group of 9 students who 

travelled to Sintra in Portugal at the start of half term. He performed with young orchestral 

players from France, Germany, Romania, Italy and Portugal in an incredible concert which was 

live streamed from the Olga Cadaval Cultural Centre in Sintra. The concert can be viewed via this 

link: https://www.youtube.com/live/8GRwvFaWMCU?si=BD4UwxAtevTUr5Ms 

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/6Am0CDP4KtWXyMHWfXcjUqCi?domain=youtube.com


 



Recommended Library Reading books 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Sports Fixtures 

London Youth Games - Table Tennis 

London Youth Games are hosting a series of open training sessions at Twickenham Brunswick 

C.Y.P. & Table Tennis Club on Saturday 6th June and Saturday 13 June, 11:00am – 1:00pm. These 

training sessions are open to all students from Year 11 and below regardless of ability. The 

sessions will also form selection for the London Youth Games which will take place on Saturday 

4th July at Lee Valley Hockey & Tennis Centre, Olympic Park. Any students who are interested in 

potentially representing Richmond at the London Youth Games for table tennis should attend 

the open training sessions. 

London Youth Games - Hockey 

Richmond Borough Hockey Trials for the London Youth Games 2026 will be taking place on 

Sunday 7th June at Teddington School (Broom Road TW11 9PJ). Anyone interested from Years 7, 

8 and 9 is welcome to attend. The trial timings are: girls' trials: 2:00pm – 3:30pm; boys' trials: 

3:30pm – 5:00pm. The session will be delivered in partnership with Teddington Hockey Club. If 



successful, the London Youth Games will take place at Lee Valley Hockey and Tennis Centre, 

Olympic Park on 4th and 5th July.  
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