
 

Message from                      Mr O’Sullivan            
12th September 2025 
'At a time when Big Tech is competing for children’s attention through their smartphones every 

minute of the day, schools can offer something precious and rare — a space to learn and grow, 

free from addictive algorithms.' 

We have now completed our first full week of operations. The students, since our return, have 

been wonderful. There is a real commitment to do well and succeed. I have chatted to a 



number of students over the week about how they have felt about our Yondr pouches and 

whilst there (as expected) are a few grumbles, I have been quite shocked by the relief that some 

students have expressed. A recent study highlighted in The Times, 'First solid evidence that 

banning phones in class boosts grades', has shown that banning smartphones in classrooms can 

significantly improve student performance. The experiment, which involved nearly 700 schools, 

found that removing phones led to sharper focus, fewer distractions, and better academic 

outcomes. Teachers reported calmer learning environments and more engaged pupils, while 

students themselves noted they were more productive without the constant pull of 

notifications. 

This research adds weight to the growing movement among educators to limit mobile phone 

use during school hours, not just for behaviour management but also to support learning and 

wellbeing. My initial thoughts on this are that eventually the government will need to listen to 

what educators have been saying for years, that there needs to be government, not school led 

action. A ban on social media for under 16's must also happen to protect our children from the 

diet they currently receive in their developmental years. Perhaps there might be a day where 

children can be children for a little longer. 

 

Extra Curricular Clubs and Activities 

Next week sees the launch of all our clubs and activities at Turing House. The students are 

excited and looking forward to this; they have been looking at all the clubs available with their 

tutors and picking at least two that they want to go and try next week. We have a wealth of 

clubs catering for all: before school, at break and lunch times, and after school. We have sports, 

music, creative, drama, games-based, well-being and clubs that support students in their 

studies. The students know that if we don’t currently have the club they were hoping for, they 

can go to see Mrs Harper (room 2.f) who will try to find a member of staff to meet their request 

– not always possible but we try! This weekend we are hoping families will sit together and look 



at all that is on offer and support students in their choice of clubs. No need to book or register – 

just turn up and give any club a go! Most are open to all students but reading the detail on the 

grid is advised. We are very proud of the range and number of clubs on offer and especially that 

the vast majority come at no cost to families. We can’t wait to see the students get stuck in and 

enjoy this brilliant side of school life. We have sent a letter home to all families with the details 

and the list shown here is also available on the school website here: Extra-curricular activities 

https://turinghouseschool.org.uk/extracurricular


 



 



 



Maths Notice 

The Maths team have enjoyed meeting all the new classes and have been immensely impressed 

by everyone's effort in lessons so far. We have noticed that some students are yet to be fully 

equipped and so we ask that this is sorted as soon as possible. You will find a maths set and 

Casio scientific calculator on ParentPay, if you choose to purchase through the school, we are 

likely cheaper than other high street stores. Thank you for your support. Maths Department. 

 

Less technology, better attendance 

We aim for every student’s attendance to be at 96% or above! 

We are sure that you are aware of the ongoing discussions across the country, and even within 

parliament, regarding students and their use of mobile phones. This is an important topic that 

affects our children’s health and academic performance. 

Our school attendance team, along with the PLUS team, has been engaging in regular 

discussions with students. Many of them have shared that they are on their mobile phones until 

late in the evening. This habit is leading to late bedtimes and poor-quality sleep, which in turn 

affects their focus and performance in lessons. 

To help our students achieve better sleep and improve their focus in school, we encourage 

parents to take the following steps: 



1. Limit Screen Time: Set a reasonable limit on the amount of time your child spends on 

their mobile phone each day. 

2. Create a Plan: Work with your child to agree on a plan for mobile phone use, including 

specific times when they should put their phones away. 

3. No Charging in Bedrooms: Do not allow mobile phones to be charged in bedrooms 

overnight. This simple step can significantly reduce the temptation to use devices late 

into the night. 

By working together, we can help our students develop healthier habits that will benefit their 

sleep, focus, and overall well-being. 

 

Turing House Friends – Staying in touch 

Welcome back to a new school year – and a very warm welcome to all the new families joining 

Turing House! 

Turing House Friends (the PTA) run a number of events throughout the year, including our ever-

popular second-hand uniform sales. We also host parent WhatsApp groups for each year group. 

These groups are for parents only (not students) and provide a useful way to share information 

and keep in touch. 

If you’d like to join, please email thf@turinghouseschool.org.uk with your child/children’s year 

group(s), and we’ll send you the appropriate link. Do keep an eye on both the newsletter and 

the WhatsApp groups for details of upcoming events and meetings – we’d love to see you get 

involved! 

mailto:thf@turinghouseschool.org.uk


Our first Turing House Friends meeting of the year will be on Wednesday 1st October, 6-7pm at 

school.  Please come along, hear all about our plans for the year and meet other parents. 

Support Turing House Friends with Easyfundraising 

Did you know you can raise money for Turing House Friends every time you shop online – at no 

extra cost to you? Simply sign up to Easyfundraising, choose Turing House Friends as your cause, 

and shop with your favourite retailers. A small donation comes to us each time you buy, and it 

soon adds up! 

Right now, you can also help us WIN one of four £250 donation prizes in Easyfundraising’s 

September giveaway! We’ll get a free entry every time a new supporter signs up before 30th 

September. 

It only takes a moment to join, it’s completely free, and it would really boost our 2025 

fundraising. Please sign up here: 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/turinghousefriends/25NTVM/s2s/FAQlISO6/PMC04/email/ 

Work Experience 

We are looking to offer work experience opportunities throughout the school and this is a lovely 

opportunity for students from years 7 - 13 to get hands on work experience with HSBC.  It is 

virtual so students can login from home and it happens after school. 

Please see information below to register: 

FIRST STEP - Student year groups 7-9 England & Wales, S1-S3 Scotland, 8-10 Northern Ireland 

Wednesday 1st October at 4.30 pm (virtual session hosted on Zoom) 

“Pitch for a Purpose: Plan the Ultimate Charity Event with HSBC” 

• A 45-minute briefing with the HSBC team 

• Complete the career challenge at their own pace 

• Certification awarded on completion 

• Register now! (students) 

NEXT STEP - Student year groups 10-13 England & Wales, S4-S6 Scotland, 11-14 Northern 

Ireland 

Thursday 2nd October at 5pm (virtual session hosted on Zoom) 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/turinghousefriends/25NTVM/s2s/FAQlISO6/PMC04/email/
https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VWT5dn8Ys5g4W90wzjZ6Bx1VrVcSh175CgBt-M7WCQx5nR3bW5BWr2F6lZ3kMV8G4mR94nj3jVncWX92BB-yfW7K3jhz6H--_6W52hcWn4vd5WJW5L5h8g4NMhjJW6L0zg-4M82r7W3KW00l3nRPdqW8BgRY81jYwrWW5JxxZb3JZR-kW6B9_HZ4xmJ5QW1xn-c_62mVY5N7708S4Hl1CxW48b-Qq9hGwncW8wtb016k4gCsW8NSpt74GrlZBW8dfKnj8NgymcW1n_My38RbmvGW5r5_k819sbD6Mkd5K7DBjTtN21HLMrvbgC_W35njWd1R5msJN7MP9f44blhHW85rNNm1h0qWNN1Rv0ttPh07wW6tWR8_48T-FGW6rsyMY17tFqkN1VrHJX-d4J3W9lg8kN25kFHyW14yTKS8_Z05HVnpf_76Y_TzvW40rNjL7LZHdlW4HcNlp4ClyJFW7Z_CvQ3vL88NW3GZpnq2kdj3LdRylXP04
https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VWT5dn8Ys5g4W90wzjZ6Bx1VrVcSh175CgBt-M7WCQx5nR3bW5BWr2F6lZ3m5W1zLCs32YqxFXW1FzF3V5ypcsxW49x6Yj8tgnr1W1PV7DX54QSJkW6pzf9j1dm91VW2wDRzP2MNYQTW6T5yCl7JDhs5W8mXd-G4xnGXzN2J5_hhmFYqqW5j03n77KFLlgW1Hvq5M8jK9sWW4J5lMK2gcBk_W4JwmWT60vbVNW50f1Tc9dk2H_Vt3D2M1Wk7SMW1NbrGZ5bFLKSW32mwHR3DdWW0W1CxR618vcZ3_W1zmSJM2dCzpHN5nC5H1Pg2T7W6G6lRj3W3wsvW4Bhb5P4BY6HbW4vQF222gl56BW388T3b2w-K_HW1xz5Dt93CKg4W290tlR6_9YF-W6kymkK6bFV1nW3LNbwd88FcXtW3_tVRr6wY5M-W63sBmB5kN2RjW8LdVgQ7rq1vMW66mL_t8hgPRfW2vQZNX10pXlxN4QY0wWhtRSQdBQ3fz04


"HSBC and The Nature Trust UK - Nature Projects That Make a Difference" 

• A 45-minute virtual briefing with the HSBC team 

• Complete the career challenge at their own pace 

• Certification awarded on completion 

• Register now! (students) 

Performing Arts Club 

 

https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VWT5dn8Ys5g4W90wzjZ6Bx1VrVcSh175CgBt-M7WCQx5nR3bW5BWr2F6lZ3nCW5Ws01N4KXKTkW2vVW0y5p70XRW1jS7Nl7wtFDJV9MCCz1-bSC-W7MYdkV31Qd_pW2dznt53nn1x4W4V9YJK77X7nwN3htmffP6DMBW4Y3B2W7gsmq-W8Xpdtz2C0QL_W2YQjNR7Rc63SN1VfY5PPm46PW3_-LSs5zN933W9cJ95-2206TrW5sT2NY5lF0SkW5dzlWv432K0BVpMNBq3ynxXDW1vY-2k9j68pkW5-3-863WSj3QN3nhgQVFwW4yW5YtzpD3KCHz5W2YYRBx8PwJgvW5ZwQp94lWSBwW36LlnW2RSqnLVKyCDQ4SgRpnN7QX_RVFwRMbW2szwMl3s7MHtW5Vr63r5f2gTJW3zr84w4gkndQN2w1sMr9P4VRW1NwWS56QhJ5MW927swy3FS1C2W4TsnTK4m71fZW8PGLH53ft_-df13xdgR04
https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VWT5dn8Ys5g4W90wzjZ6Bx1VrVcSh175CgBt-M7WCQR5nR3bW69t95C6lZ3pyW35LZrL4t5sHbW94JD5k7dz33kW14cSKz132R15W37GVBl3V1PclW2rKhzl5HZcJXTTYT57L0YwYW7wgxKz45xTnNN12mPKdl5-g0Vd6Gxm9c_DJ5W4HVY5G2kwd5JW3YPwtF3BxynNW47wrrP6C3MrNW6ZL-ty2QQJHFW8-n0MQ4k9yg6W4xmlbQ2W5l4BW7fmj2D21CVrnN49H3VqpKHHqN8tsygmbq3ntW8FK2fb4Cc1PLW4Dxxyb7k3qqbV-j0l-2KqbZ4W4zbrDt7dWzfhVgh6BJ4t1FHfN3JB3WV-6ZpbW7bkzyN58794zW3RN_PX7j3vS9W4w_FL44s76brW7c5nPQ7qTMR1W7dl6B23G_94gN8702rCYHVcRN25SHc5Bxv3XW87mPNh3Bcq9tW6rHDqK7wz_jVW731M3Q20FLJ7Vqfn7T39SDx0W6TNhPF6rxvsTf6w9BKs04


Esher College applications 

 

Extra-Curricular Music 

We are pleased to offer another exciting range of music extra-curricular clubs for your child to 

join this academic year. 

Turing Singers - open to all students, especially to those joining in Year 7.  Compulsory for those 

going to Disneyland Paris on tour later this academic year. 

Band Club - Pop and Rock instrumentalists and singers.  A student-led club with music facilities 

available for band rehearsals. 

Brass Band - for students who play Brass instruments (Trumpets, Trombones, French Horn, Tuba 

etc) of any standard. 

Grade 5 Theory Club - for students who need to complete the exam to progress to grades above 

Grade 5 in their instrumental studies. 

Orchestra - open to all instrumentalists 



Music Tech Club - open to all students to create music with Musescore and Logic Pro XI 

String Ensemble - open to string players (Violin, Viola, Cello etc) of any standard 

Practice spaces are also available for personal and group rehearsals during unstructured 

times.  Please see image for when clubs and practice spaces are available. 

 

Co-Curricular Music 

Richmond Music Trust are enrolling students for instrumental lessons this academic year.  We 

offer tuition on Piano/Keyboard, Acoustic/Electric Guitar, Voice, Drum Kit, Strings and 

Brass.  Woodwind is available on request.  If your child is transferring their lessons to us from 

Primary School, or if your child is interested in starting an instrument as a beginner, please enrol 

them by clicking this link: Apply Now - Richmond Music Trust . Musical instrument hire is 

available. 

If your child is interested in learning a musical instrument and you are registered as pupil 

premium and/or free school meals, there is financial support available to you.  Please e-mail 

info@turinghouseschool.org.uk with your message directed to Mr Hunter (Head of Music). 

 

Achieving For Children Webinars 

‘Helping children with…’ webinars for parents 2025/26 Achieving for Children’s Mental Health 

Support Teams are delivering a series of webinars for parents of primary-aged children. 

The  ‘Helping Children with …’ series of webinars will cover a range of common difficulties 

experienced by children and will aim to share evidence-based strategies to help parents and 

carers support their children with these difficulties.  

Continue reading about ‘Helping children with…’ Webinars for parents 2025/26 for webinar 

information 

 

https://www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/site/tuition/learn-with-us/apply-now/
mailto:info@turinghouseschool.org.uk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JZQkX69ueiJRZNwjf3uYAxpKEqw86mmH/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113526650510670895994&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JZQkX69ueiJRZNwjf3uYAxpKEqw86mmH/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113526650510670895994&rtpof=true&sd=true


‘Helping teens with…’ webinars for parents 2025/26 Achieving for Children’s Mental Health 

Support Teams are delivering a series of webinars for parents of secondary aged children and 

young people (CYP). The  ‘Helping teens with …’ series of webinars will cover a range of 

common difficulties experienced by CYP and will aim to share evidence-based strategies to help 

parents and carers support their CYP with these difficulties. 

Continue reading about ‘Helping teens with…’ Webinars for parents 2025/26 for webinar 

information 

PE notices 

Saturday 13th September sees Lord’s host the finals of the boys’ and girls’ U14 and U16 

National Hub Competitions. Marylebone Cricket Club Foundation (MCCF) deliver 164 hubs 

across the UK, which are exclusive (and FREE) for state school students and aimed to develop 

talented cricketers with further opportunities to take part in 10-week training programmes and 

play representative cricket matches. 

 

The National Hubs Competition Finals Day starts from 10am on Saturday 13th September and 

tickets are FREE for all to enjoy the day and Lord’s, the Home of Cricket. FREE Tickets are 

available via this link: Select Tickets for MCC Foundation National Hub Competition Finals Day: 

Lord’s Cricket Ground. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DmlkEe28uR7C25QaeEvqhArU4z37n4qt/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113526650510670895994&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DmlkEe28uR7C25QaeEvqhArU4z37n4qt/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113526650510670895994&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://tickets.lords.org/en-GB/events/mcc%20foundation%20national%20hub%20competition%20finals%20day/2025-9-13_10.30/lord's%20cricket%20ground?hallmap
https://tickets.lords.org/en-GB/events/mcc%20foundation%20national%20hub%20competition%20finals%20day/2025-9-13_10.30/lord's%20cricket%20ground?hallmap
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