
 

 

A Message from Mr O’Sullivan  

"Reading is essential for those who seek to rise 

above the ordinary. It is how we discover new 

worlds, imagine the impossible, and bring our 

dreams to life." 

Reading allows us to create mental imagery. In a 

world where media dominates, books give our brain 

the chance to create. Below are two extracts from my 

favourite novel, The Day of the Triffids by John 

Wyndham. As you read them, I’d like you to picture 

the scene in your head:  

Passage 1 

When a day that you happen to know is Wednesday 

starts off by sounding like Sunday, there is something 

seriously wrong somewhere. I felt that from the 

moment I woke, and yet I lay for a full minute or two 

more before I even opened my eyes. It wasn't that I 

could hear nothing; rather the contrary. I could hear 

too much. I could hear the sounds of movement, the 

movement of things that ought to be quiet. I could 

hear the rustle of leaves, the creak of wood, the flutter 

of birds' wings, 

the distant hum 

of traffic—all the 

small, familiar 

noises that make 

up the 

background of 

life. But there was 

no sound of 

voices, no clatter 

of dishes, none of 

the everyday 

sounds of human activity. The world had gone 

strangely silent. 

Passage 2 

I heard the sting whistle as it slashed out at me—but 

there was no knockout, no agonising burning, even. 

One's mind can move like lightning at such a moment; 

nevertheless, it was more instinct than reason which 

sent me leaping at it before it had time to strike again. 

I collided with it, overturning it, and even as I went 

down with it my hands were on the upper part of the 

stem, trying to pull off the cup and the sting. Triffid 

stems do not snap—but they can be mangled. 

On the back page of today’s newsletter, you’ll find 

two images that were generated by AI in response to 

these two passages; I’m quite certain that what your 

mind is able to produce will outshine what the 

computer managed. It serves as a reminder that 

whilst technology is important, words and books 

cannot be replaced. 

"I have always imagined that Paradise will be a kind 

of library." 

Happy World Book Day.  

Lost Property  

We have a large collection of unnamed winter coats, 

water bottles and umbrellas in the school office. If you 

believe any of these might be yours, please ask your 

child to come to check and collect during the lunch 

time break. All lost property will be donated to charity 

at the end of the Spring term if it remains unclaimed. 
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Monday 10th 

March 

Y11 Food Skills Day 2 

Wednesday 12th 

March  

Year 11 Practical Food Exam 

(Group 1) 

Thursday 13th 

March 

Careers Fair 

Friday 14th March Year 11 Practical Food Exam 

(Group 2) 

Friday 14th March  THF Comedy night 

 

World Book Day  

This week, we celebrated World Book Day with 

various activities. Teachers all read to students from a 

book they've enjoyed on Thursday morning, which 

was wonderful. Students had the opportunity to 

enter some competitions to win sweets and prizes. 

We also tasked students with 'finding Dumbledore' 

among the staff body, and they were rewarded with 

sweets if they found him. We have also encouraged 

students to enter our competition for the best book 

review - first prize is an Amazon voucher. Details are 

on Bromcom. 

Students were given a book token which they can 

exchange for this year's £1 books, or use for £1 off a 

book of their choice. We'd encourage you and 

students to visit a local bookstore such as Parade's 

End in Ham or The Alligator's Mouth in Richmond, to 

enjoy browsing their selections and hearing their 

recommendations. 

The following books are World Book Day's £1 books 

for secondary school students. The first four are 

suitable for all ages, and the last one is suitable for 

teen readers. 

 

 

Show Show Show tickets! 

 

Tickets for Bugsy Malone are now open to the whole 

school community on ParentPay.  

The show takes place on 1st, 2nd and 3rd April at 7pm 

with doors to our very own speakeasy opening at 

6:15pm for drinks and pre-show entertainment. We 

look forward to seeing some of you there to support 

our 120 strong cast, band and crew!  

 

 

 

 

https://www.thealligatorsmouth.co.uk/
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Why attendance matters 

We aim for every student’s attendance to be at 96% 

or above! 

 

If your child has a minor illness and no immediate 

appointments at your GP surgery, there is a free NHS 

service where you can get access to healthcare advice 

at your local pharmacy. Please click on the link below 

for more details:  

https://www.england.nhs.uk/primary-

care/pharmacy/pharmacy-services/pharmacy-first/ 

Year 13 Drama  

Congratulations to Y13 A-Level Drama students who 

sat their final practical exam on Wednesday in front 

of a visiting examiner.   

Most of the class chose the performance route and 

performed a monologue and a group piece each. Joel 

chose the design route and designed the lighting for 2 

of the pieces. Amelia and Katie have both had offers 

to study drama at university, while the rest will be 

using their drama skills on courses such as primary 

teaching, film production, art direction and fashion 

marketing.  We are very proud of you all!  

Thanks to Toby in Y10 who came along to their dress 

rehearsal to take photos. 

 

 

 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/primary-care/pharmacy/pharmacy-services/pharmacy-first/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/primary-care/pharmacy/pharmacy-services/pharmacy-first/
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Pizza and Reading Event: Episode 2 

On Thursday 6th March, students, parents and carers 

of some Year 7 and 8 students attended our second 

pizza and reading event. The evening began with two 

fascinating presentations, delivered by inspirational 

Year 10 & 11 Reading Ambassadors, before 

discussions about the books and reading more 

generally. I thoroughly enjoyed hearing about 

students' reading habits (and challenges!), 

preferences and engagement with the Sparx 

platform. Thank you very much to all involved!  
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World Book Day  

A small group of pupils helped Mrs Hicks make a 

nostalgic children's book character quiz for World 

Book Day. Behind each window is a book character 

and pupils who could correctly identify everyone got 

a prize. 

 

Craft Club 

Last week in Craft Club we made keyrings and 

magnets using shrink plastic. Students were amazed 

at how much the designs shrunk! Some students also 

made geometric sticker mosaics. This week, we have 

been making yarn art inspired by classic books, 

including Dr Seuss' Green Eggs and Ham! 

 

Careers Fair 2025 

 

As it’s National Careers Week this week, please click 

onto the link below to access an interactive pack and 

lots of useful information.  

National Careers Week Interactive Booklet 

https://turinghouseschool.org.uk/documents/careers/NCW-Resources-booklet_2025_v2.pdf
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University Webinar  

 

Turing House Friends Comedy Night 2025 

 

Get ready to laugh your socks off at our Comedy 

Night on Friday, March 14th! 

The hilarity kicks off at 8pm, but doors open at 7pm 

for food and drinks, so arrive early to snag the best 

seats. 

We've got a fantastic line-up of comedians 

guaranteed to tickle your funny bone. Plus, keep 

those laughs fuelled with a fully stocked bar and 

delicious street food available. 

We'll be running a raffle with some amazing prizes, so 

buy a strip of tickets on the night and wear your lucky 

socks! 

It's the ultimate recipe for a night of fun and laughter 

while raising much-needed funds for the school. 

 

BOOK NOW https://www.trybooking.com/uk/ELYM 

Turing House Friends Notices 

We have a packed few weeks coming up, with lots of 

opportunities to raise funds for the school – but we 

can only do it with your support!   

18th March – Online THF Meeting & AGM 

Join us at 7pm for our online meeting and AGM to 

hear about the ways we support the school. We’re 

also looking for new committee members, so if you’d 

like to get involved, we’d love to hear from 

you:  thf@turinghouseschool.org.uk   

We'll circulate the Teams link before the event. 

School Show – Bugsy Bar 

We’ll be running a bar over three nights during the 

school show, so make sure to stop by for a drink and 

help raise funds for the school.  

  

30th March – Second-Hand Uniform Sale  

Come along to school and grab yourself a bargain at 

our second-hand uniform sale. A great way to stock 

up while supporting THF!   

 

It’s easy to think in a big secondary school that 

*someone else* will do the jobs, but the reality is it’s 

actually harder to find volunteers and customers than 

at primary school—turns out teenagers aren’t quite 

as keen to drag their parents to events! So if you can 

spare an hour or two, please join our THF Supporters 

WhatsApp group and help make these events 

happen. And most importantly—please come along 

and support events like the Comedy Night.   

Hope to see you soon. 

King’s Trust Group 

Before half term the King’s Trust group were chosen 

to take part in a workshop with Apple.  They travelled 

to Waterloo to the King’s Trust centre to take part in 

the workshop on developing their own app. It 

included designing their own logo and pages for the 

app and some basic coding. 'It was an interesting 

experience, and I learnt new things.' Leo - Yr10. 

https://www.trybooking.com/uk/ELYM
mailto:thf@turinghouseschool.org.uk
https://chat.whatsapp.com/GYWuEi8oU3DDvJcEOqGjTd
https://chat.whatsapp.com/GYWuEi8oU3DDvJcEOqGjTd
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Easter Residentials at Oxford University 

Oriel College is delighted to announce 4 one-night 

residentials taking place during the school Easter 

holiday. These are designed for Year 12 students from 

UK state schools who are considering applying to 

competitive universities and aim to provide an insight 

into what life and study is like at an Oxford college. 

This year, the Study Days will be Law (13-14 April); 

Philosophy, Politics, and Economics (14-15 April); 

Women* in Maths and Computer Science (15-16 

April); Women* in Chemistry and Biochemistry (16-17 

April). 

 * for the two Women in STEM residentials, Oriel 

welcome applications only from students who 

identify as a woman or as non-binary. 

 On the first day of each residential, students will 

arrive at Oriel College in the afternoon, enjoying 

activities led by Student Ambassadors and the Oriel 

College Outreach Officer. The second day will consist 

of various academic taster activities led by university 

academics and outreach professionals, to provide 

more insight into the courses on offer at the 

university. All expenses (accommodation at Oriel, 

meals, and activities) are funded thanks to the 

generosity of an Oxford alumnus. Reasonable travel 

costs to Oxford to attend a Study Day will also be 

reimbursed.  

 More details about selection criteria can be found on 

our webpage here, along with the application forms 

for each of the four courses: 

https://www.oriel.ox.ac.uk/study-with-us/outreach-

and-schools-liaison/what-we-do/events-and-

prizes/easter-residential-programmes-for-year-12-

students/. The deadline to sign up for all of this year’s 

Study Days is 11:45pm on Sunday 16th March. For any 

further questions please don’t hesitate to get in 

touch. 

University Offers Update  

Well done to the Year 13s who continue to receive 

their university offers. We are now up to 264 offers 

that have been made across the year group - we are 

so proud of you all! A special congratulations to Lola 

V-W who has received three unconditional 

offers from Kingston University. 

 

 

https://www.oriel.ox.ac.uk/study-with-us/outreach-and-schools-liaison/what-we-do/events-and-prizes/easter-residential-programmes-for-year-12-students/
https://www.oriel.ox.ac.uk/study-with-us/outreach-and-schools-liaison/what-we-do/events-and-prizes/easter-residential-programmes-for-year-12-students/
https://www.oriel.ox.ac.uk/study-with-us/outreach-and-schools-liaison/what-we-do/events-and-prizes/easter-residential-programmes-for-year-12-students/
https://www.oriel.ox.ac.uk/study-with-us/outreach-and-schools-liaison/what-we-do/events-and-prizes/easter-residential-programmes-for-year-12-students/
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Sports Update 

Year 8 Girls Football v St Catherines 

The Year 8 girls took to the football pitch once again 

this week when they took on St Catherine's from 

Twickenham. Playing at home, the Turing team held 

the visitors to a goalless first half which continued into 

the second part of the game, through some solid 

defending that didn't let up for a second. Their efforts 

up front were met, however, with a well-matched 

defence too as the girls also searched for an opening 

goal of their own. Both teams pushed hard knowing 

that whoever was to score first was likely to take the 

win at that stage with the final whistle looming. One 

or two well-worked chances went begging and so a 

decisive winner was not to be as the game finished 0-

0. Well done to all involved! 

 

 
 

Year 9 Boys Rugby 7s Tournament 

A team of Year 9 boys attended a rugby 7s 

tournament hosted by Orleans Park this week. With 

the boys growing in enthusiasm for rugby matches 

throughout the year, the Turing team got stuck in 

against Windsor Boys, Richmond upon Thames and 

Fulham Boys. A tough pool meant that they had a 

battle on their hands, but they dug deep and settled 

in. THS then played Teddington and Isleworth and 

Syon in the bowl competition with two other hotly 

contested encounters. The boys couldn't quite hold 

onto the early lead they'd created in both games, but 

they had nothing left to give by the final whistle. The 

Year 7 and 8 7s tournament was due to take place last 

week but was postponed due to the weather and 

hopefully we will be able to attend when the 

rescheduled date is known. Read on to find out how 

the U18 team got on at the same tournament. Well 

done to all involved! 
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Year 7 Basketball v Wimbledon College 

As the Year 7 boys progress through their Junior NBA 

basketball league, they face more teams who bring 

more challenges. This week's challenge came in the 

form of Wimbledon College who travelled to THS 

which allowed the Turing team to get a lengthy warm-

up in before tip-off. Preparation from the boys was 

evident as they settled into the match and 

concentrated on their accuracy around the key. The 

game was aways hanging in the balance as both sides 

were evenly matched, but the final quarter saw THS 

run away with enough of a lead, backed up by a stellar 

defensive display, to take a 45-35 win. Well done to 

all involved!  

 
 

Year 8 Boys Football v Richmond upon Thames 

The Year 8 boys took on Richmond upon Thames 

earlier in the week in a football fixture. A slight re-jig 

among the positions upfront meant that a hattrick 

gave the Turing team a comfortable lead in a match 

they never looked like not winning. The opposing 

team did manage to spoil part of the party by ensuring 

a THS clean sheet wasn't on the cards. However, 

another well-worked goal to the boys in blue was 

enough for a deserving 4-1 win and they could come 

away feeling proud of the effort they displayed. Well 

done to all involved!  

 
 

Sixth Form Boys Rugby 7s Tournament  

The Sixth Form boys and some Year 11 students took 

part in the annual rugby 7s tournament at Orleans 

Park this week. Playing in a round robin format against 

Windsor Boys, Orleans Park, Wilson High and Grey 

Court, the Turing team were excited to display their 

sunshine-induced running rugby and they did exactly 

that from minute one, putting up some big scores at 

full time. The boys went four wins from four games to 

take first place at the tournament! Their skills and 

fitness levels were impressive on the day, having been 

tested by playing almost all of their games with no 

rest, but they also played the whole tournament with 

just one substitute. The speed and the endurance of 

this team knows no end (their words!). Well done to 

all involved!  

 

 
 

Year 7 Boys Rugby v Orleans Park 

The Year 7 boys feel like they have been waiting an 

age to get their rugby fixtures underway in the 

borough league, but it finally kicked off this week 

when they travelled to Orleans Park to play them in a 

12-aside game. The Turing team took an early lead 
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showing promising signs of pace and power. 

However, the opposition made a comeback in the 

second half of this high scoring match. It stood at 7 

tries apiece with just 5 minutes to go, but the boys 

refused to allow themselves to fall behind for the first 

time in the game. Continuing to expose gaps right up 

until the final whistle, THS scored two more tries to 

ensure they took home the victory in a 

thrilling encounter. They now wait for a confirmed 

date to play Christ's School in their next fixture. Well 

done to all involved!  

 
 

Year 10 Boys Football v Whitgift School 

The Year 10 boys waited a while for this fixture, but 

they finally got to play their football match against 

Whitgift School in the Surrey Cup. This was the fourth 

round in this straight knockout tournament with THS 

playing at home. These two sides met last year in the 

same competition which resulted in the Turing team 

losing by a considerable margin. On this encounter, 

THS worked hard to stay in the fight as the match was 

1-1 and heading towards extra time to determine a 

winner. The boys were excellent and had most of the 

possession, but it was the away side who edged their 

way into the next round with a late goal that saw the 

game finish 2-1. Well done to all involved! 

 

Stage Combat Easter Workshop 

 

Script Writing Course  

 
Calling all aspiring writers! 

We are running an exciting new Scriptwriting Course 

this Spring, during the Easter holidays! Run by RYC 

alumni and playwright Nicole Burley, participants will 

learn approaches to scriptwriting, leading up to a 

showcase at the end of the week where professional 

directors and actors will perform the writers' project 

in the form of a rehearsed reading.  

Dates: Thursday 10th April - Tuesday 15th April 

(personal writing from home day on Sunday 

13th April).  
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Hours: 9.30am - 4.30pm each day, with additional 

hours on Tuesday for the evening showcase. 

Full course handbook and booking available via our 

website: CLICK HERE 

Any further questions or to enquire about our bursary 

scheme and sibling discounts, please email 

participate@rosetheatre.org 

 

AI Reading imagery 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.rosetheatre.org/whats-on/335/rose-participate-spring-scriptwriting-course?_locale=en
mailto:participate@rosetheatre.org

